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Tutorial 5: A Briefe Relation of Ireland and the diuersity of Irish in the same 

ff. 95r-98r, TCD MS 580 

The Spanish-language original of this text was submitted by Gaelic-Irish revolutionaries to the 

Spanish government in 1618-19. This English translation was then sent by a spy from Spain to the 

Protestant Archbishop James Ussher, a member of the Irish Privy Council. The first page of the 

manuscript contains a note in Ussher’s handwriting which says ‘presented to the Counsell of Spayne 

circ. an. 1618 by Florence the pretended archb. of Tuam and thought to be penned by Philip O 

Sullevan Bear.’ This cannot be entirely right: Florence Conry was not in Spain at that time; but it is 

indeed quite likely that Philip O’Sullivan Beare was the author. 

 

In the kingdom of Ireland, there be three kinde of Irish: to wit, auncient Irish, English Irish and mixt 

Irish. 

The aunciente Irish descend from the Spaniards whoe, above 1000 yeares agoe got that kingdome 

from the Graecians, and governed it with just and holie lawes, being holpen therein by the doctrine 

and holynes of many holy miraculous and learned men of there owne, untill the comeing of the 

Danes, the which by overthrowing and destroying churches and Universityes in that island, brought 

in much barbarietie, and evill customes, with tyranny, after which there followed, even in the Irish 

themselves sinnes and offences against God, civil wars, and domesticall hatred, murthers, &c. 

Notable was the wickednesse of Dermitius king of Leynster, one of the five kinges of Ireland, who 

tooke away by force the wife of O'Roarke, another king of the same island, for which the said 

Dermitius being pursued by O'Roarke, was fayne to fly the land, and to crave ayde of Henry the 

second King of England, whoe at [this] time was in France, and gave free liberty to all his subjectes, 

that voluntaray would, to helpe Dermetius to recover his lost kingdome, whereupon, with ayde of 

certaine of the king of Englands subjectes, he regained his owne, and laied hold on other men's lands 

besides. 

Henry the second seeing the Irish divided amongst themselves [,] by a false relation (as they say) to 

Pope Adrian the fourth, an English man; obtained of his holynes lycence to conquer the land, and to 

be collector of the church rentes, which the Sea Apostolicke had in Ireland, with the title of lord of 

Ireland: But after the kings of Englande forsaking the true fayth have by their own proper authoritie 

intitled themselves Kings of Ireland. 

These Englysh which at first passed over into Ireland with Dermitius, and others alsothat came after 

are divided into two sortes. 

The chiefe nobility and gentlemen married with the daughters of the ancyent Irish, and so have their 

discentes downe after them in such sort that those whoe doe now inherite, have equally as much of 

the Irish bloud as of the Englishe, and in their language habite and custome doe conforme 

themselves for the most part with the Irish, and these are they whom I call mixt Irish. Such are the 

earles of Kildare, Desmond, Clanrickard, Ormond, Viscount Barry, Roche, &c. 
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The Englishe that did not marry with the auncyent Irish, nor tooke hold either of their customes, 

manners or language, but kept their former English stille, these are called English-Irished, and are all 

for the most part marchants, and men of trade in all the cities and townes of Ireland. 

There are also some knightes and gentlemen, which live in the county of East-Meath and about 

Dublin and in the  

[fol. 95v.] 

counties that the Irish call the pale. 

These severall kinds of Irish agree all in one thing, to wit, in being true Catholickes, and children of 

the church of Rome; yet doe they differ in their manner of living, natural inclinations and desires to 

have princes and lawes over them, every one desireing his naturall inclination, and imitating his 

predecessors. And therefore, the Auncient Irish, as these that are descended from the Spanyards, 

desire alwayes to be governed by the kings of Spayne and their successors, and beare greate 

affection, and love to the Spanish nation, contrarywise greate hate and enmity to their enemyes, 

and in sharpnes of wit and valour in warr are altogether like unto the Spaniard. 

The Englished-Irish follow the inclination of the English, and affect the laws, manners and 

government, which they had first from them; and if the king of England would grant them libertie of 

conscience, or permitt to keepe in their houses priestes to say Masse privately and minister the holy 

Sacraments, they would be right glad that there should be noe change of lawes at all in Ireland, nor 

of government of King, and amongst these sortes (unlesse there be some od ecclesiasticall man to 

whom the pope hath assigned some benefice or church rent) there is none that careth much 

whether there be ever made restitution of church livings or not, or whether the church obtayne her 

publick government, nay many of them have no other landes nor liveinges, but such as were taken 

from the church when the kings of England withdrew themselves from her obedience. 

The mixt Irish as their bloud is mingled with the English and Irish, so their inclynations and manners 

of life doe inclyne generally; For notwithstanding that most of them, and the noblest and best 

qualified, doe follow the inclinations of the auncyent Irish yet doe other[s] follow that of the English. 

These three sortes of Irish have their abovesaid inclynations soe deepely rooted in them, that in 

what state soever they live, they keepe them still; which is true not only in seculars, as Knightes, 

souldiers, and others, but allso in others as schollers, priestes, yea and religous men; yet as man hath 

free will, by which he may forsake his owne inclynation, and follow the contrary, soe wee have 

seene sometymes, that an English-Irished hath followed or imitated the Auncient Irish, and auncient 

Irish the English, as it fell out with Capton Whyte whoe being an Englished-Irish fought against the 

English for the 

[fol. 96r] 

king of Spayne, and the Earle of Thomonde being an auncient Irish did helpe the English. 

The difference of naturall inclinations and love did plainely appeare in the last warres which the 

Irish, holpen by his Catholicke Majesty made against the Englishe, for the auncyent Irish, and allso 

the most and noblest of the mixt Irish held for the King of Spayne, and allmost all the Englyshed-Irish 



held with the King of England, yet after that peace was confirmed betwixt Spayne and Englande 

great persecution was used against [this last word is an insertion, and appears to be in Ussher’s 

hand] all three sortes of Irish without exception, whereby the Englished Irish now perceive how farre 

they were overseene in helping the English, and resisting the auncyent Irish and mixt, and now at 

this present they repent it very much, and are very desirous to get occasion to make satisfaction and 

to serve the Catholicke King of Spayne. But if they were shutt of their persecution and troubles, their 

naturall inclynations carryeth them more towards the English King and nation. 

And to the end that the lords of the councell and Officers of his Majestie may know of what Irish 

they may make use of in the King's occasions, we will lay down a Table of the names and estates of 

such as have been bred here, and speake the Spanish tongue, and serve his Majestie in severall 

places of his dominions. 

Auncient Irish ecclesiasticall 

Owen m'Mahon archbishop of Dublin, which is the court of Ireland, whoe was bred in Salamanca by 

his Majestie's appointment, and now in Ireland. 

Don Florence Conrio, arch. of Tuomond [i.e. Tuam] in Ireland, intertayned by his Majestie in the 

States of Flaunders. 

Father Fraunces Collman whoe hath beene provinciall of the order of St. Frauncis in Ireland. 

Father Donnough O'Moonie provinciall that now is of the same order in Ireland [Last two words 

inserted in Ussher’s hand]. 

The presented fryer Ross vicar-generall of St. Dominick's order. 

Vincent Ogano of the same order. 

Don De la Crux of the same order in Lisborne. 

Bernardus O Brien of the same order. 

Hugh Cawill of St. Frauncis in Louaine. 

John Baptista of the societie Rector in Lisborne. 

Cornelius de la Rocha of the same societie. 

William Macragh of the societie reader in the Seminary of Lisborne. 

[fol. 96v] 

Cornelius de Schole Benedictine now going for Ireland. 

Auncient Irish seculars in his Majesties Dominions 

Don John Oneile earle of Tirone corronell of the Irish in Flaunders. 

Don Hugh O Donnell earl of Tirconnell page to the Infanta in Flaunders. 



Don Dermitius O'Sulivan earle of Bearhaven, in Madride. 

Don Artus Oneile capton 

Don Thadie o Sulivan capten [this inserted in Ussher’s hand]. 

Cormack O'Donnell. 

Samuell McDonnell. [an entry for Thadie O Sullivan follows, deleted]. 

Owen O Hanlon. 

Robert Davies. 

Cormuck O Neile. 

Owen Carty. 

Morish O'Mahone, cum multis alijs, quos nunc prescribere longum. 

Mixt Irish Ecclesiasticall 

Father Francis Nugent, of St. Dominick's order in Salamanca. 

Father Robert Nugent of the societie in Ireland. 

Father Nicholas Nugent his brother of the society prisoner in Dublin for the Catholicke faith. 

Mixt Seculars 

Don Redmond Bourke baron of Leytryme. 

Don Balthazar Bourke page of the chamber,  

William Bourke 

Murish Fitz Gerald 

Edward Fitz Gerald 

Thomas Fitz Gerald 

Gerald Mc Murish, &c. 

English Irished Ecclesiasticall 

Peter Lombard, archbishop of Armagh and Primate in Rome. 

Thomas Walsh of the habite of St. Johne in Ireland. 

Paul Ragett vicar general of the order of St. Bernard in Ireland. 

William of the Holy Ghost, Dominican in Madride. 



Luke Waden vice secretary to the governor of St. Francis in Rome. 

Thomas White of the Societie, Rector of the Irish Seminarie in Salamanca. 

Richard Convoy of the same order Rector of the Irish in St. James. 

Christopher Hollywood Superior of the Societie of Jesus in Ireland, who is a pure Englished, and 

allmost all those of his order, yea the very auncient Irish that enter into that same order become 

allmost all Englished, conforming themselves to their superior, not only in their rules of Religion, but 

alsoe in their rules of policy and government, and manner of life, procuring to conforme themselves 

to the tymes, and to winne the wills of the mighty. 

Englished Irish seculars 

Nicholas Wise 

Capten Thomas Preston 

James Gernon 

Walter Delahoyde, who served the auncient Irish in the last warres 

George Delahoyde 

William Walsh 

capton Rathe 

Thomas Stanyhurst 

John Bathe, &c. 

Noe where can we find place amongst the above names for Don David Carney Archbishop of Cashell, 

nor for Father Archer of the Societie. For the Archbishop being intertayned by his Majestie with 

allowance of a 1000 crowns yearly, and descending by right lyne from the auncient Irish, 

notwithstanding having somewhat of the English bloud, and not being a divine, but a Canonist, and 

guided by the fathers of the Societie, his kinsmen, is of an Englished condicion.  

[fol 97v] 

On the contrary side Father Archer though alltogether Englished,  yet is he of the inclynation and 

condicion of the auncyent Irish, and much affected to the Spaniards and their King, and their manner 

of liveing more then to the auncient Irish whom he followed and ayded in their last warres. 

These are those that are known here of the three sortes, notwithstanding there be in Ireland many 

more, both lords knightes captaynes and souldiers, and other several persons of different quality 

and state. 

Now if you aske of me what sorte there are most in number, greatest in power and dignity, I 

aunswere that the auncient are most in number, for they have many lords of Title, and knightes 



amongst them, and withall the vassalls of the mixt and englished lords and Knightes for the moste 

part are Auncient Irish, next unto these the mixt are most in number. 

For power and strength of money the englished passe, because for the most part either they 

[inserted in Ussher’s hand] or their auncestors have bene or are officers and dealers in the court, 

neither doe they use such liberality and hospitallity as the auncient Irish and mixt doe use, frankly 

and gratis to all straungers and passengers, therefore it is thought that they have store of coyne 

gathered together, but the auncient and mixt have more lands and goods, notwithstanding that they 

have lost farre more then the englished in the persecution, yet they are more powerfull to make 

souldiers and armies, and truly many of all the three sortes doe excellent service to his Majestie, in 

the exercise of their weapons and the skill of military discipline both in Flaunders and in Ireland. 

The auncient and mixt Irish are not only great soldiers but allso warriors; but the englished are more 

inclyned to other imployments than to warre; as for their quality or nobility, the question is easily 

resolved, considering the originall of every sorte by itselfe. For all the titularyes and knightes of the 

auncient Irish doe descend from the Kings of Spayne and Ireland, and are of the auncient bloud 

royally of that Kingdome, derived from Iberus, Cremon, Evergino [this word adjusted in Ussher’s 

hand] and Lucio, foure sons of King Melsius of Spayne which  

[fol. 98r] 

conquered that kingdome some 2900 years agoe, taking it from the Graetians whoe had killed a 

Spanish prince whoe by chance landed in Ireland. 

The mixt Irish, although they enjoy not this descent so well authorised by the right line of their 

forefathers, yet they have it by their mothers, whoe were married to the ancient Irish. 

The englished, although they have not this nobility, yet have they another given by them by the 

Kings of England, by parliament in Ireland, so auncient that it is above 500 yeares that some knightes 

and Lordes of title began. 

And this is in briefe all the relation that may be made of Ireland for the above mentioned intent of 

the King of Spayne. 

Copia vera. 

 



 John Punch’s Lectures, Rome 1642. 
 

Punch’s writings on theology and politics were printed in the 1650s, 1660s, and 1670s; but 
the material was first given at lectures to young Franciscan friars in Rome from about 

October 1642. 
 
John Punch, Complete Theology Course according to the Scotist Method (Lyon, 1671). 
 
p. 277. You ask thirdly, what lordship [Dominium] might be: because justice as such, or at 
least commutative justice, inclines towards giving that to each, which is his, or of which he is 
lord; therefore something must be said briefly about lordship here.1 Wherein the authorities 
commonly note that lordship is two-fold. One of jurisdiction, which is the power of 
governing subjects, consisting chiefly in commanding, forbidding, permitting, judging, 
rewarding, and punishing. The other of property which is that which is relevant to our 
premise, and is the power which anyone has of disposing of a thing from the fact that either 
by the nature of the thing or by the laws or by custom, it may be his in such a way, that he 
can give such power to another, unless it is obstructed from some other direction, and not on 
account of him not being lord, or because he does an injury to anyone else if he gives it to 
another, but on account of defect of some circumstances, which may be required by law: 
hence although he might be lord he could not alienate it, as though he were a ward or a 
prodigal.2 
 
p. 741. Question: Whether unbelievers, sinners, children before the use of reason, and the 
insane might be capable of lordship. 

Conclusion 1. Lordship both of property, and of civil and ecclesiastical jurisdiction 
can be held without faith, or charity. This was stated definitively in the Council of Constance 
against Wycliffe. 

It is proved further on the basis of the fact that, in Matthew 23 Christ himself says that 
which is Caesar’s, give to Caesar, although he was an unbeliever; and consequently without 
faith and charity.  

There is also the consideration that otherwise it would provide badly for the 
commonwealth [respublica = state or political community] since it would be uncertain who 
had faith and charity; and since, if as often as lords were to sin mortally, it were just for 
subjects to disobey them, it would disturb commonwealths too much, but I do not want to 
linger on an obvious matter. 

You will object: lordship is lost on account of sin, as is obvious from Ecclesiasticus 
10, ‘the kingdom is transferred from people to people on account of injustice’. Therefore 
sinners are not lords.3  

Your argument is reinforced: because all lordship is conferred by God, but it is not 
likely that God would give lordship to sinners, who are his enemies. 

I respond by denying that it follows, because although lordships are often transferred 
on account of sins; but they are not always so transferred, and not on account of sins of all 
kinds. Next although lordships may be transferred for reason of sin, in so far as God permits 
that for the punishment of sins; it does not follow that lordship is instantly lost on account of 
the sin itself; but it follows only, that sin may be the cause, and motive, on which account 
someone loses lordship.  
                                                           
1 Among Aristotelians like Punch, distributive justice was the just distribution of benefits; commutative justice 
was the righting of wrongs or injuries.  
2 Whether or not one had the right to squander family property was widely debated. 
3 ‘Lords’, that is domini; holders of dominium or lordship. 
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Tutorial 10 Hobbes Petty and Modernity 

          

John Bramhall, bishop of Derry, Castigations of Mr Hobbes his last Animadversions in the Case 

concerning Liberty and Universal Necessity, with an Appendix concerning the catching of Leviathan 

(London, 1658). 

p. 159. Bramhall quotes and comments upon a line from Hobbes’s book De Cive (On the Citizen): ‘It 

is manifest therefore, that in every Common-wealth there is some one man or Councel which hath ... 

a Soveraign and absolute power, to be limited by the strength of the Common wealth, and by no 

other thing. What neither by the Law of God, nor nature, nor nations, nor the municipall laws of the 

land, nor by any other thing but his power and strength? Good doctrine ...’ 

p. 167. ‘Whereas I called just laws the ordinances of right reason, he saith It is an error that hath cost 

many thousands of men their lives. His reason is, If laws be erroneous shall they not be obeyed? Shall 

we rather rebell? I answer, neither the one nor the other. We are not to obey them actively, because 

we ought to obey God rather than man (Acts 5.29). Yet we may not rebell, Submit your selves to 

every ordinance of man, for the Lords sake (I Pet. 2. 13). Passive obedience is a mean between active 

obedience and rebellion. To just laws which are the ordinances of right reason, active obedience is 

due. To unjust laws which are the ordinances of reason erring, passive obedience is due. Who shall 

hope to escape exception, when this innocent difinition is quarrelled at ...’ 

pp. 172-4. He asketh, to whom the Bible is a law? The Bible is not a law, but the positive laws of God 

are contained in the Bible. Doth he think the Law of God is no Law without his suffrage? He might 

have been one of Tiberius his Council, when it was proposed to the Senate, Whether they should 

admit Christ to be a God or not. He saith, I know that it is not a law to all the World. Not de facto 

indeed. How should it? when the World is so full of Atheists, that it make no more account of their 

soules than of so many handfuls of salt, to keep their bodies from stinking? But, de jure, by right it is 

a Law, and ought to be a Law to all the World ... He asketh, How the Bible came to be a Law to us? 

Did Gd speak it viva voce to us? Have we seen the miracles? Have we any other assurance than the 

words of the Prophets and the authority of the Church? And so it concludeth, that it is the Legislative 

power of the Commonwealth, wheresoever it is placed, which makes the Bible a Law in England. If a 

man digged a pit, and covered it not again, so that an oxe or an asse fell into it, he was obliged by 

the Mosaical Law, to make satisfaction for the damage. I know not whether he do this on purpose to 

weaken the authority of holy Scripture, or not. Let God and his own conscience be his Triers: But I 

am sure he hath digged a pit for an oxe or an asse, without covering it again, and if they chance to 

stumble blindfold into it, their blood will be required at his hands. If a Turke had said so much the 

Alchoran at Constantinople, he were in some danger.  

p. 175. ‘But that which is sufficient to confute him, is the law of nature, which is the same in a great 

part with the positive Law of God recorded in holy Scriptures. All the ten Commandments in respect 

of their substantials, are acknowledged by all men to be branches of the law of nature. I hope he will 

not say, that these laws of nature were made by our Suffrages, though he be as likely to say such an 

absurdity as any man living. For he saith, that the law of nature is the assent it self which all men 

give to the means of their preservation. Every law is a rule of out actions; a meer assent is no rule. A 

law commandeth or forbiddeth, an assent doth neither. But to shew him his vacuity; Since he 
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delighed so much in distinctions, let him satisfie himself out of the distinction of the law of nature. 

The law of nature is the prescription of right reason, whereby through that light which nature hath 

placed in us, we know some thins to be done because they are honest, and other things to be 

shunned because they are dishonest. He had forgotten what he had twice cited and approved out of 

Cicero, concerning the law of nature ...’ 

         

Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, or the Matter, Forme, & Power of a Commonwealth Ecclesiastical and 

Civill (London, 1651). 

 



pp. 86-7, Part 2, Chap. 17. Hobbes explains the difference between humans and animals: 

 

 

 



          

Sir William Petty, Political Arithmetic, or a Discourse concerning the Extent and Value of Lands, 

People, Buildings; Husbandry, Manufacture, Commerce, Fishery, Artizans, Seamen, Soldiers; Publick 

Revenues, Interest, Taxes, Superlucration, Registries, Banks; Valuation of Men, Increasing of Seamen, 

of Militias Harbours, Situation, Shipping, Power at Sea, &c. As the same relates to every Country in 

general, but more particularly to the Territories of His Majesty of Great Britain, and his Neighbours of 

Holland, Zealand, and France (London, 1690). 

Preface: ‘I have ... thought fit to examin the following Persuasions, which I find too currant in the 
World, and too much to have affected the Minds of some, to the prejudice of all. viz. 

That the Rents of Lands are generally fall’n; that therefore, and for many other Reasons, the 
whole Kingdom grows every day poorer and poorer; that formerly it abounded with Gold, but now 
there is a great scarcity of Gold and Silver; that there is no Trade nor employment for the People, 
and yet that the Land is under-peopled; that Taxes have been many and great ; that Ireland and the 
Plantations in America and other Additions to the Crown, are a Burthen to England; that Scotland is 
of no Advantage; that Trade in general doth lamentably decay; that the Hollanders are at our heels, 
in the race of Naval Power; the French grow too fast upon both, and appear so rich and potent, that 
it is but their clemency that they do not devour their Neighbours; and finally, that the Church and 
State of England, are in the same danger with the Trade of England; with many other dismal 
Suggestions, which I had rather stifle than repeat ... 

But notwithstanding all this ... the Buildings of London grow great and glorious; the American 
Plantations employ four Hundred Sail of Ships; Actions in the East India Company are near double 
the principal Money; those who can give good Security, may have Money under the Statute-Interest; 
Materials for building (even Oaken-Timber) are little the dearer, some cheaper for the rebuilding of 
London; the Exchange seems as full of Merchants as formerly; no more Beggars in the Streets, nor 
executed for Thieves, than heretofore; the Number of Coaches, and Splendor of Equipage exceeding 
former  Times; the publique Theatres very magnificent; the king has a greater Navy, and stronger 
Guards than before our Calamities; the Clergy rich, and the Cathedrals in repair; much Land has been 
improved, and the Price of Food so reasonable, as that Men refuse to have it cheaper, by admitting 
Irish Cattle ... 

These general Observations ... have encouraged me to try if I could also comfort others, 
being satisfied my self, that the Interest and Affairs of England are in no deplorable Condition. 

The Method I do take to do this, is not yet very usual; for instead of using only comparative 
and superlative Words, and intellectual Arguments, I have taken the course (as a Speciment of the 
Political Arithmetick I have long aimed at) to express my self in Terms of Number, Weight, or 
Measure; to use only Arguments of Sense, and to consider only such Causes as have visible 
Foundations in Nature; leaving those that depend upon the mutable Monds, Opinions, Appetites, 
and Passions of particular Men, to the Consideration of others: Really professing my self as unable to 
speak satisfactorily upon those Grounds (if they may be called Grounds), as to foretell the cast of a 
Dye; to play well at Tennis, Billiards, or Bowles, (without long practice), by virtue of the most 
elaborate Conceptions that ever have been written De Projectilibus & Missilibus, or of the Angles of 
Incidence and Reflection. 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sir William Petty, The Political Anatomy of Ireland (London, 1691), pp. 17-24.  
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